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see online by clicking here, or using the QR code. 

Transforming Lowland Waterway Network  
of the Ararira/LII Catchment 2023

Project Briefing Flyer: 
Introduction to CMP & IG 
documents. (2 pages)

Background

• In October 2020 Selwyn District Council (SDC) 
signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) 
with Te Taumutu Rūnanga and the Department 
of Conservation (DOC) and Fonterra (as the Living 
Water Partnership). The parties agreed to work 
together to produce a Catchment Plan for the 
Ararira/LII River drainage district that would 
‘fundamentally change the way waterways were 
valued and managed by incorporating ecological 
and cultural principles into the design while also 
recognising that drainage would remain a key value’.

• A Project Team (SDC, the LII Drainage Committee, 
Te Taumutu Rūnanga, Living Water (DOC, 
Fonterra), Environment Canterbury and Learning 
for Sustainability) and a Consultant Team 
(Aqualinc Research, EOS Ecology and Cawthron 
Institute) have worked collaboratively to co-
design a Catchment Management Plan (CMP) and 
Implementation Guide (IG) for the Ararira/LII River 
catchment for SDC as the responsible managers of 
the Ararira/LII Drainage District.

• These documents also provide direction and 
guidance for how to transform lowland waterway 
and drainage networks across the country.

What is the ‘transforming lowland waterway 
networks’ project?

• Across New Zealand, artificial drainage networks 
are usually designed and managed for land drainage 
only. Yet these waterways are part of a wider 
network of waterways that discharge to sensitive 
receiving environments like Te Waihora and often 
provide the only remaining habitat for freshwater 
species in modified lowland areas.

• Standard maintenance practices to remove 
sediment and aquatic weeds also damage habitat of 
aquatic biota and contribute significant amounts of 
sediment and nutrients to receiving water bodies.

• Managing these drainage networks in a way that 
supports ecological and cultural values, while also 
providing land drainage, will require a significant 
shift in mindset and functional design of these 
systems and their maintenance. This project 
provides a vision for change, and guidance across a 
range of key activity areas that support a joined-up 
and collective approach to implementation.

Transforming Lowland Waterway Networks
A Catchment Management Plan (CMP) & Implementation Guide (IG)   
for Reimagining the Ararira/LII, Te Waihora, Canterbury

Powerpoint Presentation:  
Summarises main topics of the CMP & IG documents. 
 (51 pages)

CMP/IG Summary: 
Summary of CMP & IG 
documents. (28 pages)

Prepared by EOS Ecology, Aqualinc, Cawthron & Learning for Sustainability

April 2023

Transforming Lowland Waterway Networks
Summary of the Catchment Management Plan &  
Implementation Guide for Reimagining the Ararira/LII
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Catchment Management Plan (CMP): 
 (106 pages)

Plan prepared by EOS Ecology, Aqualinc & Cawthron

April 2023

Transforming Lowland Waterway Networks
A Catchment Management Plan for Reimagining the Ararira/LII

Implementation Guide  (IG): 
 (84 pages)

Plan prepared by Aqualinc, Learning for Sustainability & EOS Ecology

April 2023

Transforming Lowland Waterway Networks
An Implementation Guide for Reimagining the Ararira/LII

Process Diagram:  
Diagramatic view of all the main steps needed 
to transform a waterway network. Includes the 
CMP and IG processes but also steps that occur 
before and after that. 
(1 page – available in A4/A3/A1 versions)

CMP Diagram:  
Summarises the sections of the CMP document 
– the content specific to the Ararira catchment.  
(1 page – available in A4/A3/A1 versions)

IG Diagram:  
Summarises sections of the IG document. 
Content is generic about what should be 
covered in any IG. Used to identify technical vs 
social aspects. 
(1 page – available in A4/A3/A1 versions)

http://www.livingwater.net.nz/catchment/ararira-lii-river-te-awa-o-araiara/ararira-lii-catchment-water-network-redesign/

